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Observations upon the
Limén REAL Proposal,
Costa Rica

[Editor’s Introduction: In May of this
year Rigoberto Stewart solicited feed-
back upon his forthcoming book, Limén
REAL, from a number of libertarian
friends, including FNF President
Richard Hammer. Hammer responded
with a six-page letter, which is repro-
duced below. Stewart then sent a brief
reply, an edited version of which ap-
pears at the end of this article.

Rigoberto Stewart proposes to have
the Limdn province of Costa Rica de-
clare itself autonomous from the central
Costa Rican government, and thus to
launch a new regime of limited govern-
ment, freedom, and prosperity. He vis-
ited FNF in February 1998 (as reported
in Formulations, Vol. V, No. 4, Summer
1998). You can find his proposal “The
REAL Limon Project” online in FNF's
archive (this also appeared in the Sum-
mer '98 issue). Dr. Stewart is a native of
Limon, founder of the Institute for Lib-
erty and Policy Analysis, Alajuela,
Costa Rica, and Representative of the
International Society for Individual Lib-
erty in Costa Rica.

Limén REAL is the title of the Span-
ish version of the book, which will be
available in time for the ISIL World
Conference, meeting in San José, Costa
Rica, in August of this year. “REAL” is
an acronym for free and autonomous
region. An English version will appear
later, possibly under the title Lim6n, A
Libertarian’s Paradise.

(Continued on page 3)

Forum Announcement

“How Do We Get There from Here?”
16 October 1999

Come to our next Forum. This will
meet on Saturday, 16 October 1999,
from 3 p.m. till 7 p.m., at the Regal
University Inn in Durham, North Car-
olina. The topic is “How Do We Get
There from Here?” Three speakers will
present their papers, and we will discuss
suggestions made by two other contribu-
tors.

“How Do We Get There from Here?”
is perhaps the most frequently asked
question by FNF Members and sub-
scribers. Because we don’t believe this
question can be sufficiently answered in
a half day Forum, we are considering
making this Forum the first in a series
dedicated to this difficult question.

Forum attendees and guests are also
invited to a hospitality suite immediately
following the Forum. As sometimes oc-
curs, many still want to discuss the topic
after the Forum has ended, and we hope
this hospitality suite will give attendees
the opportunity to eat, drink and con-
tinue the discussion in a more relaxed
social atmosphere.

You can find all five papers which
we will cover in this issue of Formula-
tions. Three papers will be presented by
their authors: “Formns for a Free Nation,
Alternate Visions” by Philip Jacobson,
“Selecting a Site for a Free Nation in an
Unfree World” by Roy Halliday, and
“Get a Free Nation by Running a Profes-
sional Think Tank” by Richard Hammer.
Two more papers will be discussed:
“Bridge to a Free Nation” by Robert
Klassen, and “Planning a New Nation”
by Michael van Notten. After these have
been covered, at the end of our session,
Phil Jacobson will lead a discussion on
what topics FNF might address in future
Forums.

You may pay ($15 general admission
or $12 for FNF Members) at the door.

But if you plan to attend you might let
Candi Copas know ahead of time, and we
will reward you with a computer-printed
name tag. You could let her know by:
sending a check to pre-register; calling
919-960-9477; or emailing <copas@
freenation.org>.

Directions: The Regal University Inn
is located at 2800 Campus Walk in
Durham. Their phone number is 919-
383-8575.

From points east, take 1-40 to High-

way 147 (the Durham Freeway).

Next, take Highway 15-501 South to-

(Concluded on page 8)
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Statement of Purpose

The purpose of the Free Nation Foundation is to
advance the day when coercive institutions of government
can be replaced by voluntary institutions of civil mutual
consent, by developing clear and believable descriptions of
those voluntary institutions, and by building a community of
people who share confidence in these descriptions.
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Subscription or
Membership

Subscriptions  to
Formulations may be
purchased for $15 for
four issues (one year).
Membership in the
Free Nation Founda-
tion may be purchased
for $30 per year.

(Members receive: a sub-
scription to Formulations,
invitation to attend regular
meetings of the Board of
Directors, copies of the An-
nual Report and Bylaws,
more inclusion in the pro-
cess.)

Send orders to the
postal address above.
Checks should be
made payable to the
Free Nation Founda-
tion. Additional contri-
butions are welcome.

Information for Authors

We seek columns, articles, and art
within the range of our work plan. We
also welcome letters to the editor which
contribute to our debate and process of
self-education.

Our work plan is to work within the
community of people who already think
of themselves as libertarian, to develop
clear and believable descriptions of the
critical institutions (such as those that
provide security, both domestic and na-
tional) with which we libertarians would
propose to replace the coercive institu-
tions of government.

As a first priority we seek formula-
tions on the nature of these institutions.
These formulations could well be histori-
cal accounts of institutions that served in
earlier societies, or accounts of present
institutions now serving in other so-
cieties.

As a second priority we seek mate-
rial of general interest to libertarians,
subject to this caveat: We are not com-
plaining, we are building. We do not
seek criticism of existing political institu-
tions or persons unless the author uses
that criticism to enlighten formulation of
an improved institution.

Submissions will be considered for
publication if received by the first of the
month preceding the month of publica-
tion. So our deadlines are: February 1,
May 1, August 1, and November 1. All
submissions are subject to editing.

We consider material in For-
mulations to be the property of its au-
thor. If you want your material copy-
righted, tell us. Then we will print it with
a copyright notice. Otherwise our de-
fault policy will apply: that the material
may be reproduced freely with credit.
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