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FNF Directors Speak
at First Conference of
Sister Foundation NCF

FNF Directors Richard Hammer and
Roderick Long were among nine speakers
at the first conference of the New Country
Foundation (NCF), on Saturday, 15 July
1995, in New York City. About 25 at-
tended the daylong event. NCF, which
organized in 1994 and is headquartered in
New York City, shares several ideas with
FNF about how to approach formation of a
free nation.

Among the speakers, Courtney Smith,
investmentadvisor and NCF president, told
of a book about new country formation that
he and veteran new country organizer Mike
Oliver are writing. Smith also told of the
NCF goal to develop a business plan, prac-
tical and complete, for taking a step toward
sovereignty by starting an offshore float-
ing business near some coastal city. Mike
Oliver, who also spoke, expressed confi-
dence that one or more new country efforts
should be able to succeed soon, especially
in the form of freeports, trading cities with
limited sovereignty.

Richard Morris, an engineer from Florida,
spoke of his design for tloating islands
which might hold a business, or even even-
tually a city. Made of hexagonal concrete
sections, the islands would float on air
trapped beneath them in cells, and could, as
Morris told, cost less per acre than onshore
real estate. He showed photos of a proto-
type floating in his swimming pool and
distributed flyers advertising small appli-
cations such as bridges and dive platforms.

Among the remaining speakers, David
Mayer talked on the law of the sea and
international law as they would affect new
country efforts. Randy Dumse told how
people can be expected to coalesce around
a promise, or a covenant, and ended with a
specific suggestion that NCF look at Belize
as a candidate site. Jim Davidson, who
participated with Eric Klien in the now

(continued on page 2)

Laissez Faire City,
Another New Country
Venture, Makes News,

Exchanges with FNF

news and opinion
by Richard Hammer

A full page ad in The Economist of 10
June 1995 announced Laissez Faire City
International Trust (LFC), and started a
series of exchanges between LFC and FNF.
The ad, which referred repeatedly to Ayn
Rand and her work, told the aim of LFC: to
lease one hundred square miles from an
underdeveloped host country and there
administer a fifty year free reign without
government rule.

FNF Directors Roderick Long and I
have interacted several times with LFC
representative Rex Houston, who tele-

phones and FAXes from an office in Costa -

Rica. Houston has commissigned; and
received from Roderick, a paper on
Roderick's Virtoal Canton Constitution.
LFC evidently intends to include this pa-
per in a package of plans which it will
distribute. Houston has also talked tenta-
tively with me about the possibility of my
serving on the editorial staff of the LFC
newsletter.

LFC's debut has generated skepticism
among all in the libertarian community
from whom I have heard comment. LFC's
presentation flashes promise without giv-
ing evidence of careful planning or of
solid, committed backing. I expect that
outside observers, those not disposed by
ideology to grant LFC the benefit of the
doubt, see LFC as a hoax or scam. LFC
gives little to refute this impression.

But at present I, being disposed by ide-
ology to grant LFC the benefit of the
doubt, can imagine behind the unprofes-
sional interface an organization with in-
tegrity and financial backing. They persist
and to this date uphold their end of ex-

(continued on page 2)

FNF Forum on
14 October:
Free Market Mechanisms
for Organizing
Collective Action

Our next forum will be held on Saturday,
14 October 1995, from 9AM till 5PM, at
Oliver's Restaurant in Hillsborough, NC.
The topic is: Free Market Mechanisms for
Organizing Collective Action. To register
clip and return the order form on page 18.

Speakers who have committed to partici-
pate are: Phil Jacobson, Earnest Johnson,
Roderick Long, and Richard Hammer.

Registrants receive: admission, the pack-
age of papers being presented, and Pro-
ceedings printed after the Forum. Those
who register on or before 5 October get a
discount and will receive their packagg of

(continued on page 23)
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NCF Conference (from p. 1)

defunct Atlantis Project, told some stories
from his experience in that project. Finan-
cial privacy expert Adam Starchild, though
not one of the official speakers, was invited
to contribute an impromptu presentation,
in which he talked about the advantages of
building a community around a floating
university. Richard Hammer, after intro-
ducing FNF to the conferees, spoke about
economic constraints in formation of a new
nation. Roderick Long described tis Vir-
tual-Canton Constitution and discussed
similarities and differences between the
virtual-canton approach and other ap-
proaches to constitutional design for a free
nation, such as the proprietary-community
approach. Marc Joffe, NCF Director and
Editor of NCF's newsletter New Country
Repor, presided at the meeting.

Intheeveningafterthe meeting, Courtney
Smith and his wife, cryonics activist Brenda
Peters, hosted a gathering in their eastside
apartment. They also provided lodging for
two of the out-of-town speakers, Mike
Oliver and Roderick Long.

The New Country Foundation may be
contacted at: P. O. Box 7603, F.D.R.
Station, New York, NY 10150. Or by e-
mail at: 71045.142@compuserve.com.

Laissez Faire City (from p. 1)

changes. I hope their dream comes true,
and am prepared within bounds to work
along with them.

LFC has extended some credit to FNF.
They have placed a FAX machine in
Roderick's office to facilitate communica-
tion with him. And they have sent pack-
ages, including copies of Atlas Shrugged,
to FNF's Directors, all five of whom LFC
has assigned a status equivalent to having
paid $100, in exchange for LFC member-
ship in FNF.

The LFC idea originated, as Houston
told me, when a group of entrepreneurial
millionaire friends were drinking and talk-
ing together somewhere in South America.
Evidently these people shared enthusiasm
for the work of Ayn Rand. The idea of
forming a free market city, a new Hong
Kong, took root and LFC Trust was born.
Until their advertisements brought notice,
apparently none of the founders had con-

(continued on page 23)
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Statement of Purpose

The purmpose of the Free Nation Foundation is to advance the day when coercive
institutions of govemment can be replaced by voluntary institutions of civil mutual
consent, by developing clear and believable descriptions of those voluntary institu-
tions, and by building a community of people who share confidence in these
descriptions.

Board of Directors

Richard O. Hammer, President
Bobby Yates Emory, Secretary
Candice I. Copas
Roderick T. Long
Christopher H. Spruyt

Formulations is published quarterly, on the first of March, June, September,
and December.

Subscriptions to Formulations may be purchased for $10 for four issues (one
year). Membership inthe Free Nation Foundation may be purchased for $30 per
year. Members receive: a subscription to Formulations, 20% discount on
conference registration fees, invitation to attend regular meetings of the Board of
Directors, copies of the Bylaws and Annual Report. Additional contributions are
welcome.

FNF is a 501(c)(3) federal income tax exempt organization.
Information

We seek columns, articles, and art, within the range of our work plan. We also
welcome letters to the editor which contribute to our debate and process of self-
education.

Our work plan is to work within the community of people who already think of
themselves as libertarian, to develop clear and believable descriptions of the
critical institutions (such as those that provide security, both domestic and
national) with which we libertarians would propose to replace the coercive
institutions of government.

As afirst priority we seek formulations onthe nature of these institutions. These
formulations could well be historical accounts of institutions that served in earlier
societies, or accounts of present institutions now serving in other societies.

As a second priority we seek material of general interest to libertarians, subject
to this caveat: We are not complaining, we are building. We do not seek criticism
of existing political institutions or persons unless the author uses that criticism to
enlighten formulation of an improved institution.

All submissions are subject to editing.

Submissions will be considered for publication if received by the 15th of the

month preceding month of publication. Thus, the deadlines for writers are:
February 15, May 15, August 15, and November 15.

We consider material in Formulations to be the property of its author. If you
want your material copyrighted, tell us. Then we will print it with a copyright notice.
Otherwise our defaultpolicy will apply: thatthe material may be reproduced freely
with credit.

Address correspondence to: Free Nation Foundation, [outdated address],
Hillsborough NC 27278. Or e-mail to: 102153.222@ compuserve.com.
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Registration Card

Free Nation Foundation
Forum

Mail to:

Date: 14 October 1995

Free Market Mechanisms for Organizing Collective Action

Time: 9AM-5PM

Place: Oliver's Restaurant, Hillsborough, NC

Fee Schedule:

until 5 October members $ 15
nonmembers 20
after 5 October members 20
nonmembers 25

Enclose check payable to the Free Nation Foundation.

Free Nation Foundation
[outdated street address]
Hillsborough, NC 27278

Name:

Address:

(unless we already have it)

Phone:

(if you want us to have it)

Registrants receive: admission, apre-forumpackage
of papers, and Proceedings printed after the forum.
Those who register before 5 October will receive their
packages of materials in the mail during the week
before the forum.

Clip this order form and return to:

Free Nation Foundation
[outdated street address], Hillsborough, NC 27278

YES, sign me up for:

Subscription to Formulations, $10
four issues, published once per quarter

One Year Membership, $30

Members of the Free Nation Foundation receive: a subscription
to Formulations, 20% discount on conference registration fees,
invitation to attend regular meetings of the Board of Directors,
use of the Library, and copies of the Bylaws and Annual Report.

Additional contribution:

Total enclosed:

Make checks payable to the Free Nation Foundation.
The Free Nation Foundation is a 501 (c)(3) tax-exempt
organization.

Name:

Address:

(unless we already have it)

Phone:

(if you want us to have it)

Please send a free issue of Formulations to:

Name:

Address:
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(Where

Ubi libertas, ibi patria.
liberty is, there is my country.)

— James Otis

Free Nation Foundation
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Hillsborough, NC 27278
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